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New E.PA. Head Says Agency Has
Climate Regulations Underway

Michael Regan says the E.P.A. is already working on new rules to
control planet-warming emissions from cars and power plants.

E.PA. administrator Michael S. Regan said his immediate priorities for the agency are
restoring the role of science in developing rules and rebuilding morale. Pool photo by
Caroline Brehman
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WASHINGTON — Michael S. Regan, the new administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency, confirmed on Monday that the
agency is preparing new regulations on the electricity sector in an
effort to meet President Biden’s aggressive climate change goals.

Mr. Regan said his immediate priorities for the E.PA. are
“rebuilding the morale” at the agency, restoring the role of science
— and scientists — in developing air and water rules, and ensuring
new environmental policies do not further hurt communities
already disproportionately affected by toxic sites.

He was not specific on the precise new policies E.PA. will
undertake to rein in planet-warming carbon dioxide emissions, or
when they will be made public. But, Mr. Regan said, the agency will
“absolutely” develop new rules for power plants and automobiles
and that E.PA. staff is currently working on those plans.



CLIMATE FWD: A new administration, an ongoing climate

emergency — and a ton of news. Our newsletter will help you stay
on top of it.

“We’ll be hearing from staff very soon about the particulars,” Mr.
Regan said.

Reducing carbon emissions from power plants and vehicles, which
are the largest sources of planet-warming pollution in the United
States, is critical to meeting Mr. Biden’s goal of no net carbon
emissions by 2050.

Unless Congress passes legislation — an unlikely scenario — it will
be up to the E.PA. to create new regulations for both sectors. The
Obama administration sought to reshape the electric power sector
by pushing utilities away from coal and toward electricity
generated by natural gas, solar, wind and other lower or no-carbon
sources. That rule, the Clean Power Plan, was halted by the

Supreme Court.

But the Trump administration’s efforts ran into trouble as well. The
Clean Power Plan replacement — a far weaker rule that only asked
utilities to make modest efficiency modifications at individual
power plants — was struck down entirely by a federal court earlier
this year.

That decision, by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia, affirmed that the E.PA. has the authority to regulate
carbon dioxide from the power sector. Mr. Regan said he intends to
take advantage of that.

“We're starting with a clean slate but we’re not starting from
scratch,” he said. In addition, Mr. Regan noted, market forces have
changed. Coal-burning power plants already are retiring at a rapid

pace, and according to the International Energy Agency,
renewables could surpass coal as the world’s largest source of

power by 2025.



“We’re not looking backward; we’re looking forward, and I'm
really excited about that,” he said.

Republicans from fossil fuel states have indicated they are ready to
fight any broad regulations that target coal. Senator Shelley Moore
Capito of West Virginia, who opposed Mr. Regan’s confirmation,
said she did so because “he did not commit to a different policy
agenda than that of the Obama administration” — which, she said,
“absolutely devastated my state and other energy-producing

states.”

The agency is under time pressure. President Biden has scheduled
a global climate change summit for April 22, where the United
States will announce a new national emissions target. Foreign
leaders also will be expecting the administration to prove to the
world how it plans to meet the goals it lays out.

Mr. Regan said it was too soon to promise there will be proposed
regulations released by the time of the summit. But, he said, “I do
believe that we will have the scientific credibility to support the
direction the president wants to go.”

For now, Mr. Regan said, he is focused on staff morale that suffered
under a Trump administration that often ignored career scientists
and scientific findings. He pointed specifically to the Trump
administration’s approach to climate change as well as per- and
polyfluoroalkyl substances, or PFAS, a toxic family of substances
found in common household products.

E.PA. Proposes Weaker Standards on Chemicals Contaminating
Drinking Water

“Morale is not where we want it to be, not nearly where we want it
to be. We're going to spend some time there,” he said.

Let Us Help You Understand Climate Change

This seven-part series will help you get a fuller understanding of the science
of climate change, how government policies can make a difference and
what you can do to help turn the tide.

Today, 1 percent of the world is too hot for humans to live. By 2070, that
may increase to 19 percent. What will happen to the billions of people who
currently live in those areas?

Want to go even deeper? Maybe it’s time to pick up a book about climate
change. We can help you find the right one.

Also, find out how much hotter your hometown has become. The
engineering and land management that enabled California’s tremendous
growth have left it more vulnerable to climate shocks, which are getting
worse.

He also said he intends to appoint an environmental justice adviser
to revamp the agency’s approach to civil rights and help develop
deeper relationships with communities that most closely
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experience tne burdens or polurion and IMpacts of climarte change.
“That’s going to be a significant priority,” he said.

Mr. Regan had kind words for his immediate predecessor, Andrew
Wheeler, and said that Mr. Wheeler left “a very Kkind letter” on his
desk in the administrator’s office.

Mr. Regan, who was sworn in on Friday, said he’s still learning his
way around the building. One place he said he’s not likely to have
much use for, though, is the soundproof phone booth that Scott

Pruitt, President Donald J. Trump’s first E.PA. administrator, had

installed at a taxpayer cost of $43,000.

“I don’t even know where it is or what it looks like. I guess the first
thing I should do is take a look at it,” Mr. Regan said, adding, “T’ve
been using the phone on my desk.”

A New Chief at E.PA.
Michael S. Regan vows to rebuild after a difficult four years.

Michael Regan, Biden’s E.P.A. Pick, Faces ‘Massive
Reconstruction and Rebuilding’
Dec. 17, 2020

A Consensus Builder for E.P.A. When Some Want a

Fighter
Feb. 2,2021

Senate Confirms Biden’s Pick to Lead E.P.A.
March 10, 2021

Lisa Friedman reports on federal climate and environmental policy from Washington. She
has broken multiple stories about the Trump administration’s efforts to repeal climate
change regulations and limit the use of science in policymaking. @LFFriedman
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